


Mission Statement
The American Board of Veterinary 
Practitioners (ABVP) is committed 
to recognizing and advancing 
excellence in species-specialized 
veterinary practice.

Vision Statement
Excellence in veterinary care 
throughout the world.



Maintenance of Certification

Overview of Requirements

Sonnya Dennis, DVM, DABVP (Canine & Feline)

Maintenance of Certification Chairperson



abvp.com

Diplomates

MOC



View the 
MOC 
Handbook.



https://abvp.com/diplomates/moc/Scroll down for additional examples, graphics, & videos.



Diplomate Requirements

All ABVP Diplomates are required to 

maintain certification every 10 years. 



● You are responsible for knowing 
your MOC date.

● MOC is mandated by the AVMA 
American Board of Veterinary 
Specialties for all RVSOs.

● Extensions will not be granted 
for claims of lack of notification.



Fun(?) Fact

● RVSO 
○ is a Recognized Veterinary 

Specialty Organization. 
○ Examples are ABVP, ACVIM, ACVS. 

● RVS
○ is a Recognized Veterinary 

Specialty.
○ Examples are Canine/Feline 

Practice, Food Animal Practice, 
Cardiology, Neurology.



● If your certification expires 
12/31/25, ALL material (points 
applications) must be uploaded 
by July 15th of that year.

● Your RVS MOC Vice Chairs review 
all applications.

● Once all approved, submit 
renewal form.

● The MOC Chairperson will review 
all final renewal applications.

Deadline: July 
15th



Retiring?
Emeritus Status!

1. Are you an Active Diplomate in 
good standing?

2. Are you still earning income 
which depends upon or is 
enhanced through ABVP 
certification in the species for 
which Emeritus status is 
requested?

Email MOC Chair or info@abvp.com 
for application.

mailto:info@abvp.com


Failed to MOC?
If the Diplomate has not fulfilled the 
requirements by year 10:

● Diplomate status will expire on 12/31 
of that year.

● Diplomate title must be removed 
immediately from all marketing and 
business materials by 12/31.

● There is no Time-Stamped 
Certification. e.g. Pat Smith, DABVP 
(Feline 2010-2020) is not allowed.

● See handbook for recertification 
process.



Maintenance of 
Certification 
Pathway
● Accumulation Of Points

● Aligned with ABVP’s Core Values

● No MOC by exam only

● No more case summaries



ABVP Promises
(Core Values)

● To set the highest standards in veterinary 
care and encourage kindness and 
compassion for animals and mankind.



● To nurture a spirit of curiosity and 
continuous learning and advancement 
through our exclusive, intensive 
certification process and by sharing 
expert knowledge and ideas throughout 
the veterinary society.

ABVP Promises
(Core Values)



● To foster a strong sense of community 
among our Diplomates by distinguishing 
and connecting the most trusted and 
committed practitioners in the profession.

ABVP Promises
(Core Values)



● To hold ourselves and others to the highest 
ethical standards by standing behind our 
mission, enforcing commendable policies, and 
being the example.

ABVP Promises
(Core Values)



Our Core Values
  ABVP Promises…
● To set the highest standards in veterinary care and encourage kindness and 

compassion for animals and mankind.

● To nurture a spirit of curiosity and continuous learning and advancement 
through our exclusive, intensive certification process and by sharing expert 
knowledge and ideas throughout the veterinary society.

● To foster a strong sense of community among our Diplomates by 
distinguishing and connecting the most trusted and committed 
practitioners in the profession.

● To hold ourselves and others to the highest ethical standards by standing 
behind our mission, enforcing commendable policies, and being the 
example.



Maintain  is the Key

● MOC is an ongoing process.

● MOC Vice Chairs review points 

applications ongoing basis.

● All material is due July 15th of the 

year your certification expires. 



4 Requirements 
Every 10 Years

1. Continuing Education: 250 hours

2. Additional Points: 250 points

3. Journal Club: 40 quizzes

4. License



● Due to new MOC rules 

implemented 2020

● Already applied for those 

needing to MOC between 

2020 & 2029

Transition Points



1 year extension

● Already applied (once)

● Accounts for the 1 year 

“pause” to implement the 

new system.





Preview

Details and examples in the next presentations. 

● Continuing Education

● Additional Points

● Journal Club

● License

● Prolydian



Continuing 
Education
● 1 CE Hour = 1 point

● Does not need to be 

RACE-approved

● 165 of 250 hours (66%) in RVS

● Cross-Species Track counts 

as RVS



Additional Points
● ABVP Volunteerism - NEW and EXPANDED

● ABVP Symposium attendance

● Publication in peer-reviewed journals

● Lectures given

● Additional Continuing Education (2 points/1 CE hour)

● Successfully mentored ABVP applicant - NEW

● Second specialty board certification

● Passing the exam (points only)



Journal Club
● 6 per year in odd months

● 40 of the 60 (66%) over ten years

● Each available for 1 year

● Email sent out to notify of new JC 

● Access articles via the link after 

member login

● Screenshot proof of passing grade 



Renewal Application

● Start once all individual applications 

for points have been approved

● Upload copy of license

● Pay MOC fee

● Submit

● Final review



Timing

● Year 9 or 10

● Once complete, wait for next cycle to 

begin to start uploading again.



Maintenance of Certification Committee

MOC Chair
● Avian avianmoc@abvp.com

● Beef, Dairy, Food Animal foodbeefdairymoc@abvp.com

● Canine and Feline caninefelinemoc@abvp.com

● Equine equinemoc@abvp.com

● Exotic Companion Mammal ecmmoc@abvp.com

● Feline felinemoc@abvp.com

● Fish fishmoc@abvp.com

● Reptile and Amphibian ramoc@abvp.com

● Shelter sheltermoc@abvp.com

● Swine swinemoc@abvp.com

Support  email

support+abvp@prolydian.com

                       

                         or chat

MOC Vice Chairs

MOCchair@abvp.com
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Contact Information

www.abvp.com

American Board of Veterinary Practitioners
P.O. Box 1868 Mt. Juliet, TN 37121
1.800.697.3583 • info@abvp.com

Find Us On Social




