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general information

featured events

location of lectures
Please note all lectures, labs, luncheons, and social 
sessions are at the Music City Center (MCC) unless 
otherwise noted. Specific room numbers and locations 
are noted throughout the schedule grid. 

name Badges
Name badges are required for participation in all 
sessions, luncheons, and the exhibit hall. Replacement 
badges may be requested at the registration desk.

registration desk 
Hours
Wednesday, October 29 2:00PM-5:00PM
Thursday, October 30 10:00AM-5:00PM
Friday, October 31  7:00AM-5:00PM
Saturday, November 1 7:00AM-5:00PM
Sunday, November 2 7:00AM-1:00PM

exHiBit Hall Hours
Friday, October 31  12:50PM-7:00PM
Saturday, November 1 8:50AM-4:25PM
Sunday, November 2 8:50AM-11:10AM

continuing education 
credits
This program was reviewed and ap-
proved by the AAVSB RACE program 
for 118.5 hours of continuing educa-
tion. The maximum any one veterinarian 
or veterinary technician can earn is 24.5 or 25.0 hours. 
Participants should be aware that some boards have limita-
tions on the number of hours accepted in certain catego-
ries and/or restrictions on certain methods of delivery of 
continuing education. Please contact the AAVSB RACE pro-
gram if you have any comments/concerns regarding this 
program’s validity or relevancy to the veterinary profession. 

ABVP is also an approved sponsor of 
continuing education in the state of 
New York for veterinarians and veteri-
nary technicians.  

continuing education 
certificates
CE certificates will be available at the registration desk 
beginning at 7:00AM on Sunday, November 2. Please pick 
up your CE certificate prior to leaving the Symposium.

Proceeding notes
The Veterinary Information Network (VIN) 
has proceedings available online at their 
cyber café. If you purchased a paper copy 
of the proceedings, please pick it up at the 
registration desk. No paper copies are for 
sale onsite.

cancellations
Cancellations and refunds are no longer 
permitted. If you would like to sell your ABVP 
Annual Awards Reception and Dinner ticket, 
you can do so by posting a notice on the 
ABVP bulletin board by the registration desk.

allergies and  
dietary  
requirements
We have made every effort possible to meet 
all allergy and dietary requirements. Please 
be advised that it is your responsibility to 
indicate your allergy or dietary requirement 
to your server. If you cannot find a member 
of the wait staff, please see an ABVP staff 
member for assistance.

aBvP/aaHa kick-off seminar
Thursday, OcTOber 30, 1:00PM-5:00PM, Mcc 106 a & b
Life Mastery: Are You Obsessed, Possessed Or Blessed? Rick Griggs
A lively, interactive session aimed at spotting each person’s style of accomplishing things 
in their work and personal life. Two (2) of the styles have negative short and long-term 
consequences. One style has been followed by great achievers who also enjoy their lives. 

Mastery Circle Life Assessment Tool Rick Griggs
A life-changing assessment tool first published in Mr. Griggs’ book Personal Well-
ness, Crisp Publications. Combined with life mastery techniques, the tool narrows life 
priorities to five, diagrams them, and finally scores them. We will also touch on Mr. 
Griggs’ ten achievement factors. A favorite in the Balanced Mastery program, these 
10 ‘Factors’ are the top correlations among Olympic athletes, organizational CEO’s, 
and those who sustain their accomplishment over long periods of time. This is where 
achievement happens!

Cutting the Gordian Knot, a Team Dynamics Simulation Rick Griggs
The lack of good communication is listed in survey after survey as the number one 
problem among teams in US and global organizations. In other programs we use mod-
els and lists to help leaders and team members improve those elusive skills that should 
result in mutual understanding. Too often the tools and models don’t work or need a 
little extra something to make it stick. The “Cutting the Gordian Knot” team simulation 
will help make it stick. This exercise ‘simulates’ how we usually act and react in our 
day-to-day lives. It is difficult to hide our natural actions and reactions in our personal 
lives and in the practice. These natural reactions become magnified during the Gordian 
Knot simulation.

Canine and Feline Nutrition Dry Lab Craig Datz
Thursday, OcTOber 31, 1:00PM-5:00PM, Mcc 101 d & e
In this interactive, hands-on session we 
will discuss practical, relevant informa-
tion to help increase your awareness 
and comfort with clinical nutrition. Using 
a combination of presentations, discussions, and small group activities 
at rotating stations, the topics will include evaluating pet foods and 
ingredients, reading labels, calculating and creating feeding plans, and 
managing multiple nutritional issues. Participants will receive a printed 
lab manual along with a free copy of the textbook Applied Veterinary 
Clinical Nutrition. Pre-registration is required to attend.

Regents’ Reception
Thursday, OcTOber 30, 5:30PM-6:45PM, OMni hOTel, 
brOadway wesT Pre-FuncTiOn
All attendees are welcome to attend this reception 
hosted by ABVP’s Regents. It is the first opportunity of 
the Symposium to network with colleagues.

Committee Meetings
Thursday, OcTOber 30, 7:00PM-8:30PM
abVP OuTreach cOMMiTTee, Mcc 101 b
abVP FOundaTiOn bOard, Mcc 101 c

Welcome to the 19th AnnuAl ABVP SymPoSium
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featured events
cross sPecies
Friday, OcTOber 31, 8:00aM-11:50aM, Mcc 106
Veterinary Forensics for Live and Deceased Animals Melinda Merck
This lecture will cover common findings in animal abuse, evidence collection 
and documentation protocols, and forensic testing. Discussion will also cover 
how the veterinarians should handle suspected abuse and the development of 
standard operating procedures.

Shelter Medicine Practice: Who We Are and Where We Are Today 
Brenda Griffin and Kate Hurley 
Shelter medicine is a rapidly emerging area of the veterinary practice. In this 
session, we will examine the history of this unique and challenging discipline 
and consider new frontiers as the field continues to evolve.

Large Scale Cruelty Cases: The Veterinarian’s Role in Managing 
and Processing the Animals Melinda Merck
This lecture will cover in detail from start to finish the considerations, process-
es, and roles of the medical team in large scale cruelty cases. This will include 
the documentation of physical evidence and the examination of animals. The 
principals also apply to any large scale response such as disaster situations.

sunrise sessions
Companion Animal Vaccines - Practical Risk Assessment 
LeMac’ Morris
Friday, OcTOber 31, 6:45aM -7:45aM, Mcc 106
AAFP and AAHA vaccine guidelines cat-
egorize companion animal vaccines into 
core and non-core. The guideline’s ability 
to determine vaccine candidates for core 
vaccines such as distemper, parvo, and 
adenovirus in dogs is simple: If it is a dog, it is a candidate. The criteria for 
determining vaccine candidates for non-core vaccines is more complicated 
and is based on risk of exposure. But, what defines risk at a level that a vacci-
nation is warranted? What are the criteria veterinarians should use to establish 
risk? Should veterinarians risk assess each pet individually or should risk 
assessment be done on a population basis? The steps involved in establishing 
a useful, practical method for risk assessing pets in your practice for non-core 
antigens is the focus of this presentation. 

Flea Control:  Expectations and Reality Ed Loebach
saTurday, nOVeMber 1, 6:45aM -7:45aM, Mcc 106
Pet owners want fleas gone immediately and when 
they still see fleas on their treated pets they assume 
the treatment isn’t working. This disconnect between 
flea control expectations and reality leads to client dis-
satisfaction with flea control products. In this session 
we will explore the basics of flea biology that explain 
the duration of time it takes to resolve an existing flea infestation. Next we will 
discuss two common scenarios wherein normal flea biology will result in fleas 
being noted even on successfully treated pets. Finally we will discuss steps a 
veterinary clinic can take to instill more appropriate flea control expectation in 
clients that ultimately result in better client satisfaction.

Re-Thinking Feline Pain Management Mark Epstein
sunday, nOVeMber 2, 6:45aM-7:45aM, Mcc 106
New data and indeed new products specifi-
cally with the cat in mind are transforming 
acute and chronic pain management in this 
species. This evidence-based session will 
cover recent literature as well as practical applications of feline pain management, 
with an emphasis on post-surgical and DJD-related pain. 

Yoga Classes
Friday, OcTOber 31 and saTurday, nOVeMber 1, 6:00aM-7:00aM 
Classes may be purchased at the door for $10.
Classes will be held at the Omni Hotel, 4th floor, Mokara Spa Terrace. In the event 
of rain, classes will be held at the Omni Hotel, 3rd floor, Old Hickory Room.
Yoga mats will be provided by the Omni Hotel to all attendees.
Taught by a 200 hour Power Vinyassa teacher, these power flow classes will 
have students flow dynamically between postures, gaining a fun/spontaneous 
yoga experience.

Running Club
Friday, OcTOber 31, saTurday, nOVeMber 1 and sunday, nOVeMber 2
Meet in the lobby of the Omni Hotel each morning at 6:00AM. We will also 
have running maps available at the ABVP registration desk if you prefer to run 
at a different time.

Welcome Reception
Friday, OcTOber 31, 5:45PM-7:00PM, Mcc 104 a-e
We invite everyone in attendance to join us in the exhibit hall for this annual 
event. Drinks will be available and exhibit booths will be open during this time.

Maintenance of Certification Workshop
Friday, OcTOber 31, 7:00PM-8:30PM, Mcc 101 c
Do you have questions about ABVP’s maintenance of certification process? 
Attend this workshop to ask questions and learn suggestions for completing 
the process.

Item Writing Workshop
Friday, OcTOber 31, 7:00PM-10:00PM, Mcc 102 a
ABVP Diplomates interested in writing exam items to earn credits toward 
maintenance of certification must receive training in item writing. This work-
shop focuses on item style, cognitive levels, situational sets, and other item 
writing basics.

Certification Workshop: For Those Already in the Process
Friday, OcTOber 31, 7:00PM-10:00PM, Mcc 101 b
Have you applied for ABVP certification and have questions about your case 
report and credentials packet? Are you unsure if you’ve picked the right case 
to write about? Are you concerned your CE might not be acceptable? Do 
you need help with the new online platform? This session is designed to help 
answer all those questions and more.

Poultry Necropsy Wet Lab Cheryl Greenacre
saTurday, nOVeMber 1, 1:20PM-5:05PM, Mcc 101 e 
Find out the common, and not so common, diseases that affect backyard 
poultry. Find out what samples to take, what tests are available, and where 
to send them. A systems-based approach will be used so you learn practi-
cal information you can use the next time you have a chicken necropsy to 
perform. Pre-registration is required to attend.

Certification: Is It For Me?
saTurday, nOVeMber 1, 5:30PM-6:15PM, Mcc 101 a
Are you considering ABVP certification? This session will provide an overview 
of the application process, study tips, deadlines, fees, and exam structure.  
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featured events

Thursday, ocTober 30

1:00Pm-5:00Pm            Canine and Feline Nutrition Dry Lab Craig Datz 
      (MCC 101 D & E) (Pre-registration is required to attend)   

1:00Pm-2:30Pm ABVP/AAHA Kick-Off Seminar: Life Mastery: Are You Obsessed, Possessed or Blessed? Rick Griggs 
(MCC 106 A & B)

2:45Pm-3:45Pm ABVP/AAHA Kick-Off Seminar: Mastery Circle Life Assessment Tool Rick Griggs 
(MCC 106 A & B)

4:00Pm-5:00Pm ABVP/AAHA Kick-Off Seminar: Cutting the Gordian Knot, a Team Dynamics Simulation Rick Griggs 
(MCC 106 A & B)

5:30Pm-6:45Pm                Regents’ Reception 
(Omni Hotel, Broadway West Pre-Function) 

7:00Pm-8:30Pm Committee Meetings

7:00Pm-9:00Pm Cancer Cytology Interactive Case Series (Canine/Feline) Douglas Thamm (MCC 106)

ABVP Diplomate Meeting
saTurday, nOVeMber 1, 5:30PM-6:15PM, Mcc 106
All ABVP Diplomates in attendance are encouraged to attend this annual busi-
ness meeting. Council of Regents members will be present to address ques-
tions, listen to suggestions, and offer updates on the status of the organization.

AVTCP Q&A Session
saTurday, nOVeMber 1, 5:30PM-6:15PM, Mcc  101 d
All technicians are invited to participate in this workshop. Learn about AVTCP 
certification and the application process.

Annual Awards Reception and Dinner 
saTurday, nOVeMber 1, 6:45PM-9:30PM, PaTrOn club aT The 
bridgesTOne arena
We look forward to welcoming all attendees to this 
annual dinner where we recognize newly certified and 
recertified Diplomates. The 3rd Annual Live Auction will 
be held following dinner with proceeds benefiting the 
ABVP Foundation. Reservations are required to attend. 
No tickets will be sold on-site.

Rabbit and Guinea Pig Dentistry: A Practical Approach Wet Lab 
Vittorio Capello and Angela Lennox
sunday, nOVeMber 2, 7:50aM-11:50aM, Mcc 101 e
This dentistry lab is focused on standard and intermediate dental procedures 
performed in rabbits and guinea pigs. For the first time, a useful compari-
son between the two most common species with elodont teeth is provided. 
Participants will work in pairs on rabbit and guinea pig cadavers and/or head 
specimens, performing the following procedures:
- Positioning of the rabbit and the guinea pigs with the mouth gags (standard 
and table top mouth gags) and cheek dilators
- Inspection of the oral cavity with and without the use of a rigid endoscope
- Coronal reduction of cheek teeth in rabbits and guinea pigs
- Extraction of cheek teeth in rabbits
- Extraction of incisor teeth in rabbits
Pre-registration is required to attend.

ABVP SYMPOSIUM
SPONSORS

PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER

Additional Support Received From

MERCK

Scan to access the 
2014 Symposium 
app.
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symposium schedule
Friday, ocTober 31

avian, exotic 
comPanion mammal,  & 
rePtile and amPHiBian 

comBined mcc 101 a

canine
mcc 106

feline 
mcc 105 B

6:00am-7:00am Yoga (Omni Hotel, 4th floor, Mokara Spa Terrace.  
In the event of rain, classes will be held at the Omni Hotel, 3rd floor, Old Hickory Room)

6:00am-7:00am Running Club (Meet in the lobby of Omni Hotel at 6:00AM)

6:45am-7:45am Sunrise Session & Continental Breakfast: Companion Animal Vaccines -  
          Practical Risk Assessment LeMac’ Morris (MCC 106)

8:00am-9:50am Cross Species: Veterinary Forensics for Live and Deceased Animals Melinda Merck (MCC 106)

10:00am-10:50am Shelter Medicine Practice: Who We Are and Where We Are Today Brenda Griffin and Kate Hurley (MCC 106)

11:00am-11:50am Cross Species: Large Scale Cruelty Cases: The Veterinarian’s Role in Managing and Processing the Animals  
Melinda Merck (MCC 106)

12:00Pm-12:50Pm Networking Lunch (MCC 103)

12:50Pm-1:40Pm Exhibit Hall Opening Dessert in Exhibit Hall (MCC 104 A-E)

start times differ Based 
on tracks. Please see 

individual lecture 
for time.

1:20PM-2:20PM

Zoonoses Associated with Exotic Pets 
Marcy Souza

1:40PM-2:40PM

Update on Osteosarcoma - the CSU 
Experience Douglas Thamm 

1:40PM-2:40PM

Diagnosis and Management of Acute 
Pancreatitis Christopher Byers

2:20Pm-3:10Pm Break in Exhibit Hall

start times differ Based 
on tracks. Please see 

individual lecture 
for time.

2:50PM-3:50PM

Emerging Infectious Diseases  
Marcy Souza 

3:10PM-4:10PM

Aftershocks of Cancer Chemotherapy 
- Treating Adverse Effects  
Douglas Thamm 

3:10PM-4:10PM

Localizing Acute Respiratory Distress 
Christopher Byers

3:50Pm-4:40Pm Break in Exhibit Hall 

start times differ Based 
on tracks. Please see 

individual lecture 
for time.

4:20PM-5:20PM

Drug Dosing: Are We Making 
Decisions Based on Science or 
Hearsay? Marcy Souza 

4:40PM-5:40PM

Demystifying Mast Cell Tumors 
Douglas Thamm 

4:40PM-5:40PM

An Update on Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation Christopher Byers

5:45Pm-7:00Pm Welcome Reception (MCC 104 A-E)

7:00Pm-8:30Pm Maintenance of Certification Workshop Mike Dutton, Craig Datz, Marisa Hackemann (MCC 101 C)

7:00Pm-10:00Pm AVTCP Board Meeting (MCC 101 D)

7:00Pm-10:00Pm Item Writing Workshop Steve Foulke (MCC 102 A)

7:00Pm-10:00Pm Certification Workshop: For Those Already in the Process Carondelet Nollner and Kimberlee Buck (MCC 101 B)

ABVP SYMPOSIUM
SPONSORS

PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER

Additional Support Received From

MERCK
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sHelter medicine
mcc 105 a

equine
mcc 102 B

food animal
mcc 102 a

avtcP 
(tecHnician) 

mcc 101 d

Yoga (Omni Hotel, 4th floor, Mokara Spa Terrace.  
In the event of rain, classes will be held at the Omni Hotel, 3rd floor, Old Hickory Room)

AVTCP Exams 

Running Club (Meet in the lobby of Omni Hotel at 6:00AM)

Sunrise Session & Continental Breakfast: Companion Animal Vaccines -  
          Practical Risk Assessment LeMac’ Morris (MCC 106)

Cross Species: Veterinary Forensics for Live and Deceased Animals Melinda Merck (MCC 106)

Shelter Medicine Practice: Who We Are and Where We Are Today Brenda Griffin and Kate Hurley (MCC 106)

Cross Species: Large Scale Cruelty Cases: The Veterinarian’s Role in Managing and Processing the Animals 
Melinda Merck (MCC 106)

Networking Lunch (MCC 103)

Exhibit Hall Opening Dessert in Exhibit Hall (MCC 104 A-E)

1:40PM-2:40PM

The First 60 Minutes: Animal 
Sheltering’s Critical Hour  
Brian DiGangi 

1:30PM-2:30PM

Diagnostic Approach to Chronic 
Weight Loss in the Horse  
Scott Austin

1:30PM-2:30PM

Economics of Internal Parasitism in 
Beef and Dairy Cattle  
Donald Bliss

1:30PM-2:30PM

CANINE AND FELINE -  
Nutritional Support  
Ann Wortinger

Break in Exhibit Hall

3:10PM-4:10PM

Managing Heartworm Disease in the 
Animal Shelter Brian DiGangi 

3:00PM-4:00PM

Diagnostic Dilemmas: A Guide 
to Current Challenges in Equine 
Diagnostics Scott Austin

3:00PM-4:00PM

Strategic Timed Deworming 
Strategies for Cow Calf and Stocker 
Operations Donald Bliss

3:00PM-4:00PM

CANINE AND FELINE - The Ins  
and Outs of Feeding Tubes  
Ann Wortinger

Break in Exhibit Hall

4:40PM-5:40PM

Applied Animal Behavior for the 
Shelter Veterinarian Brenda Griffin 

4:30PM-5:30PM

Management of Endotoxemia and 
Laminitis Scott Austin 

4:30PM-5:30PM

Strategic Timed Deworming 
Strategies for Dairy Cattle of All 
Ages with Emphasis on the Value 
of Fecal Worm Egg Counts Donald 
Bliss

4:30PM-5:30PM

CANINE AND FELINE - Feeding 
Tubes Management and 
Complications Ann Wortinger

Welcome Reception (MCC 104 A-E)

Maintenance of Certification Workshop Mike Dutton, Craig Datz, Marisa Hackemann (MCC 101 C)

AVTCP Board Meeting (MCC 101 D)

Item Writing Workshop Steve Foulke (MCC 102 A)

Certification Workshop: For Those Already in the Process Carondelet Nollner and Kimberlee Buck (MCC 101 B)
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ABVP SYMPOSIUM
SPONSORS

PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER

Additional Support Received From

MERCK

avian
mcc 101 c

exotic comPanion 
mammal  

mcc 101 B

rePtile and 
amPHiBian 
mcc 101 a

canine 
mcc 106

6:00am-7:00am Yoga (Omni Hotel, 4th floor, Mokara Spa Terrace.  
In the event of rain, classes will be held at the Omni Hotel, 3rd floor, Old Hickory Room)

6:00am-7:00am Running Club (Meet in the lobby of Omni Hotel at 6:00AM)

6:45am-7:45am Sunrise Session & Continental Breakfast: Flea Control: 
    Expectations and Reality Ed Loebach (MCC 106)

start times differ Based 
on tracks. Please see 

individual lecture 
for time.

7:50AM-8:50AM 

Biosecurity of the Backyard 
Flock Marcy Souza

7:50AM-8:50AM

Anesthesia and Analgesia 
for Dentistry of Rabbits and 
Rodents Angela Lennox

7:50AM-8:50AM

Reptile Clinical Pathology I 
Vickie Joseph

8:10AM-9:10AM

Receptor Tyrosine Kinases 
and Canine Cancer - 
Palladia, Kinavet, and 
Beyond Douglas Thamm

8:50am-9:40am Break in Exhibit Hall

start times differ Based 
on tracks. Please see 

individual lecture 
for time.

9:20AM-10:20AM

Avian Analgesia  
Marcy Souza

9:20AM-10:20AM 

Dentistry of Guinea Pigs 
Vittorio Capello

9:20AM-10:20AM 

Reptile Clinical Pathology II 
Vickie Joseph

9:40AM-10:40AM

Lymphoma- Diagnostic 
and Prognostic Advances 
Douglas Thamm

10:20am-11:10am Break in Exhibit Hall

start times differ Based 
on tracks. Please see 

individual lecture 
for time.

10:50AM-11:50AM

Avian Hematology and 
Chemistry Vickie Joseph

10:50AM-11:50AM

Dentistry of Chinchillas 
Vittorio Capello

10:50AM-11:50AM

Protozoal Parasitology in the 
Reptilian System Adolf Maas

11:10AM-12:10PM

Lymphoma - Therapeutic 
Advances Douglas Thamm

11:50am-1:40Pm Networking Lunch (MCC 103)

start times differ Based 
on tracks. Please see 

individual lecture 
for time.

1:20PM-2:20PM

Poultry Necropsy Lab 
Cheryl Greenacre (MCC 
101 E) (Pre-registration is 
required to attend)

1:20PM-2:20PM

Dentistry of Prairie Dogs 
and other Squirrel Rodents 
Vittorio Capello

1:20PM-2:20PM

Reptile Dermatological 
Conditions Adolf Maas

1:40PM-2:40PM

Abnormal Liver Enzymes- A 
Clinical Approach  
David Twedt

2:20Pm-3:10Pm Break in Exhibit Hall

start times differ Based 
on tracks. Please see 

individual lecture 
for time.

2:50PM-3:50PM

Poultry Necropsy Lab 
Cheryl Greenacre (MCC 
101 E) (Pre-registration is 
required to attend)

2:50PM-3:50PM

Practical Approach to 
Dentistry of Pet Rabbits 
Vittorio Capello

2:50PM-3:50PM

Reptile Anesthesia  
Adolf Maas

3:10PM-4:10PM

Common Liver Diseases in 
the Dog David Twedt

3:50Pm-4:25Pm Break in Exhibit Hall

start times differ Based 
on tracks. Please see 

individual lecture 
for time.

4:05PM-5:05PM

Poultry Necropsy Lab 
Cheryl Greenacre (MCC 
101 E) (Pre-registration is 
required to attend)

4:05PM-5:05PM

Practical Approach to 
Dentistry of Pet Rabbits 
and Rodents Vittorio 
Capello and Angela Lennox

4:05PM-5:05PM

Russian Tortoise Health 
and Concerns Adolf Maas

4:25PM-5:25PM

Chronic Hepatitis- Latest 
Update in the Dog  
David Twedt

5:30Pm-6:15Pm Certification: Is It For Me? Stephen Pittenger (MCC 101A)

5:30Pm-6:15Pm ABVP Diplomate Meeting (MCC 106)

5:30Pm-6:15Pm AVTCP Question and Answer Session (MCC 101 D)

6:45Pm-9:30Pm Annual Awards Reception and Dinner (Reservation Required)  
(Patron Club at the Bridgestone Arena)

symposium schedule
saTurday, NoVember 1
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avian
mcc 101 c

exotic comPanion 
mammal  

mcc 101 B

rePtile and 
amPHiBian 
mcc 101 a

canine 
mcc 106

6:00am-7:00am Yoga (Omni Hotel, 4th floor, Mokara Spa Terrace.  
In the event of rain, classes will be held at the Omni Hotel, 3rd floor, Old Hickory Room)

6:00am-7:00am Running Club (Meet in the lobby of Omni Hotel at 6:00AM)

6:45am-7:45am Sunrise Session & Continental Breakfast: Flea Control: 
    Expectations and Reality Ed Loebach (MCC 106)

start times differ Based 
on tracks. Please see 

individual lecture 
for time.

7:50AM-8:50AM 

Biosecurity of the Backyard 
Flock Marcy Souza

7:50AM-8:50AM

Anesthesia and Analgesia 
for Dentistry of Rabbits and 
Rodents Angela Lennox

7:50AM-8:50AM

Reptile Clinical Pathology I 
Vickie Joseph

8:10AM-9:10AM

Receptor Tyrosine Kinases 
and Canine Cancer - 
Palladia, Kinavet, and 
Beyond Douglas Thamm

8:50am-9:40am Break in Exhibit Hall

start times differ Based 
on tracks. Please see 

individual lecture 
for time.

9:20AM-10:20AM

Avian Analgesia  
Marcy Souza

9:20AM-10:20AM 

Dentistry of Guinea Pigs 
Vittorio Capello

9:20AM-10:20AM 

Reptile Clinical Pathology II 
Vickie Joseph

9:40AM-10:40AM

Lymphoma- Diagnostic 
and Prognostic Advances 
Douglas Thamm

10:20am-11:10am Break in Exhibit Hall

start times differ Based 
on tracks. Please see 

individual lecture 
for time.

10:50AM-11:50AM

Avian Hematology and 
Chemistry Vickie Joseph

10:50AM-11:50AM

Dentistry of Chinchillas 
Vittorio Capello

10:50AM-11:50AM

Protozoal Parasitology in the 
Reptilian System Adolf Maas

11:10AM-12:10PM

Lymphoma - Therapeutic 
Advances Douglas Thamm

11:50am-1:40Pm Networking Lunch (MCC 103)

start times differ Based 
on tracks. Please see 

individual lecture 
for time.

1:20PM-2:20PM

Poultry Necropsy Lab 
Cheryl Greenacre (MCC 
101 E) (Pre-registration is 
required to attend)

1:20PM-2:20PM

Dentistry of Prairie Dogs 
and other Squirrel Rodents 
Vittorio Capello

1:20PM-2:20PM

Reptile Dermatological 
Conditions Adolf Maas

1:40PM-2:40PM

Abnormal Liver Enzymes- A 
Clinical Approach  
David Twedt

2:20Pm-3:10Pm Break in Exhibit Hall

start times differ Based 
on tracks. Please see 

individual lecture 
for time.

2:50PM-3:50PM

Poultry Necropsy Lab 
Cheryl Greenacre (MCC 
101 E) (Pre-registration is 
required to attend)

2:50PM-3:50PM

Practical Approach to 
Dentistry of Pet Rabbits 
Vittorio Capello

2:50PM-3:50PM

Reptile Anesthesia  
Adolf Maas

3:10PM-4:10PM

Common Liver Diseases in 
the Dog David Twedt

3:50Pm-4:25Pm Break in Exhibit Hall

start times differ Based 
on tracks. Please see 

individual lecture 
for time.

4:05PM-5:05PM

Poultry Necropsy Lab 
Cheryl Greenacre (MCC 
101 E) (Pre-registration is 
required to attend)

4:05PM-5:05PM

Practical Approach to 
Dentistry of Pet Rabbits 
and Rodents Vittorio 
Capello and Angela Lennox

4:05PM-5:05PM

Russian Tortoise Health 
and Concerns Adolf Maas

4:25PM-5:25PM

Chronic Hepatitis- Latest 
Update in the Dog  
David Twedt

5:30Pm-6:15Pm Certification: Is It For Me? Stephen Pittenger (MCC 101A)

5:30Pm-6:15Pm ABVP Diplomate Meeting (MCC 106)

5:30Pm-6:15Pm AVTCP Question and Answer Session (MCC 101 D)

6:45Pm-9:30Pm Annual Awards Reception and Dinner (Reservation Required)  
(Patron Club at the Bridgestone Arena)

feline 
mcc 105 B

sHelter medicine 
mcc 105 a

equine 
mcc 102 B

food animal 
mcc 102 a

avtcP
(tecHnician) 

mcc 101 d
Yoga (Omni Hotel, 4th floor, Mokara Spa Terrace.  

In the event of rain, classes will be held at the Omni Hotel, 3rd floor, Old Hickory Room)

Running Club (Meet in the lobby of Omni Hotel at 6:00AM)

Sunrise Session & Continental Breakfast: Flea Control: 
    Expectations and Reality Ed Loebach (MCC 106)

8:10AM-9:10AM

Management of Diabetic 
Ketoacidosis 
Christopher Byers

8:10AM-9:10AM

What Really Happened? 
Putting Together the Crime 
Scene, Investigation, and 
Exam Findings I  
Melinda Merck

8:00AM-9:00AM

Fluid and Electrolyte 
Therapy for All Occasions 
Scott Austin

8:00AM-9:00AM

The Economics of 
Parasitism in Sheep and 
Goats Outlining the Most 
Common Types of Parasite 
Problems Found  
Donald Bliss

8:00AM-9:00AM

CANINE AND FELINE - 
Refeeding Syndrome  
Ann Wortinger

Break in Exhibit Hall

9:40AM-10:40AM

Tackling Feline Hypotension 
Christopher Byers

9:40AM-10:40AM

What Really Happened? 
Putting Together the Crime 
Scene, Investigation, and 
Exam Findings II  
Melinda Merck

9:30AM-10:30AM

Assessment of the 
Neonatal Foal in an 
Ambulatory Setting  
Scott Austin

9:30AM-10:30AM

The Epidemiology of 
PGE and Strategic Timed 
Deworming Strategies 
for Sheep and Goats vs. 
FAMACHA Donald Bliss

9:30AM-10:30AM

CANINE AND FELINE - Hepatic 
Lipidosis Ann Wortinger

Break in Exhibit Hall

11:10AM-12:10PM

Analgesia for Critically Ill 
Cats Christopher Byers

11:10AM-12:10PM

Making the Case: Forensic 
Reports and Testimony 
Melinda Merck

11:00AM-12:00PM

Management of Common 
Foal Disorders in the Field 
Scott Austin

11:00AM-12:00PM

The Shift of Parasitism 
in Swine to the Large 
Roundworm and... 
 Donald Bliss

11:00AM-12:00PM

CANINE AND FELINE - Ins and 
Outs of Fluid Therapy  
Ann Wortinger 

Networking Lunch (MCC 103)

1:40PM-2:40PM

Uretheral Obstructions in the 
Male Cat Ronald Bright

1:40PM-2:40PM

The Body of Evidence: What 
Decomposing Bodies Can 
Tell Us Melinda Merck

1:30PM-2:30PM

Regenerative Medicine – 
From PRP to Stem Cells 
Jennifer Barrett

1:30PM-2:30PM

Bulk Tank Basics: An 
Overview of Bulk Milk 
Bacteriology and Testing 
Ernest Hovingh

1:30PM-2:30PM

EXOTICS - A Frog Hops Into the 
Practice- Amphibian Medicine 
and Emerging Diseases Jill 
Murray

Break in Exhibit Hall

3:10PM-4:10PM

Subtotal Colectomy - Still an 
Excellent Option  
Ronald Bright

3:10PM-4:10PM

Public Health Hazards of 
Animal Hoarding  
Jeanette O’Quin 

3:00PM-4:00PM

Current Imaging for 
Orthopedics in Horses 
Jennifer Barrett 

3:00PM-4:00PM

Troubleshooting Milk 
Quality Issues  
Ernest Hovingh

3:00PM-4:00PM

EXOTICS - Bandaging and 
Wound Management in Exotic 
Pets Jill Murray

Break in Exhibit Hall

4:25PM-5:25PM

Omentum - A Viable Soldier 
for the Surgeon  
Ronald Bright

4:25PM-5:25PM

Introduction to Outbreak 
Response Jeanette O’Quin

4:15PM-5:15PM

Current Treatments for 
Synovitis and Osteoarthritis 
Jennifer Barrett

4:15PM-5:15PM

Bulk Milk Testing: What 
Else Can You Learn? 
Ernest Hovingh

4:15PM-5:15PM

EXOTICS - Nutritional Disorders 
of Small Mammals Jill Murray

Certification: Is It For Me? Stephen Pittenger (MCC 101A)

ABVP Diplomate Meeting (MCC 106)

AVTCP Question and Answer Session (MCC 101 D)

Annual Awards Reception and Dinner (Reservation Required)  
(Patron Club at the Bridgestone Arena)
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symposium schedule
suNday, NoVember 2

avian
mcc 101 c

exotic 
comPanion 

mammal 
mcc 101 e

rePtile and 
amPHiBian 
mcc 101 a

canine 
mcc 106

6:00am-7:00am Running Club (Meet in the lobby of Omni Hotel at 6:00AM)

6:45am-7:45am Sunrise Session & Continental Breakfast: Re-Thinking Feline Pain Management Mark Epstein (MCC 106)

start times differ 
Based on tracks. 

Please see individual 
lecture for time.

7:50AM-8:50AM

Avian Clinical Pathology: 
Identification and  
Interpretation I Vickie Joseph

7:50AM-8:50AM

Pre-Laboratory Lecture Vittorio 
Capello and Angela Lennox 
(MCC 101 E) (Pre-registration 
is required to attend)

7:50AM-8:50AM

Reptile Oral Anatomy and 
Disease Leigh Ann Clayton

8:10AM-9:10AM

Emerging Newer Liver 
Diseases David Twedt

8:50am-9:40am Break in Exhibit Hall

start times differ 
Based on tracks. 

Please see individual 
lecture for time.

9:20AM-10:20AM

Avian Clinical Pathology: 
Identification and  
Interpretation II Vickie Joseph

9:20AM-10:20AM

Wet Lab: Rabbit and Guinea 
Pig Dentistry: A Practical 
Approach Vittorio Capello and 
Angela Lennox (MCC 101 E) 
(Pre-registration is required to 
attend)

9:20AM-10:20AM

Amphibian Edema  
Leigh Ann Clayton

9:40AM-10:40AM

Acute Liver Disease  
David Twedt

10:20am-11:10am Break in Exhibit Hall

start times differ 
Based on tracks. 

Please see individual 
lecture for time.

10:50AM-11:50AM

Avian Clinical Pathology: 
Using Hematology and 
Chemistries as Diagnostic 
Tools Vickie Joseph

10:50AM-11:50AM

Wet Lab: Rabbit and Guinea 
Pig Dentistry: A Practical 
Approach Vittorio Capello and 
Angela Lennox (MCC 101 E) 
(Pre-registration is required to 
attend)

10:50AM-11:50AM

Herptile Herpes  
Leigh Ann Clayton

11:10AM-12:10PM

Acute Pancreatitis in the Dog 
David Twedt

lecTure descripTioNs
Lectures are listed in the order they will be presented.

ABVP/AAHA KicK-Off SeminAr
Life Mastery: Are You Obsessed, Possessed 
or Blessed? Rick Griggs
A lively, interactive session aimed at spotting each 
person’s style of accomplishing things in their work 
and personal life. Two (2) of the styles have negative 
short and long-term consequences. One style has 
been followed by great achievers who also enjoy 
their lives.

Mastery Circle Life Assessment Tool 
Rick Griggs
A life-changing assessment tool first published in Mr. 
Griggs’ book Personal Wellness, Crisp Publications. 
Combined with life mastery techniques, the tool 
narrows life priorities to five, diagrams them, and 

finally scores them. We will also touch on Mr. Griggs’ 
ten achievement factors. A favorite in the Balanced 
Mastery program, these 10 ‘Factors’ are the top 
correlations among Olympic athletes, organizational 
CEO’s, and those who sustain their accomplishment 
over long periods of time. This is where achievement 
happens!

Cutting the Gordian Knot, a Team Dynamics 
Simulation Rick Griggs
The lack of good communication is listed in survey 
after survey as the number one problem among 
teams in US and global organizations. In other 
programs we use models and lists to help leaders 
and team members improve those elusive skills that 
should result in mutual understanding. Too often the 

tools and models don’t work or need a little extra 
something to make it stick. The “Cutting the Gordian 
Knot” team simulation will help make it stick. This 
exercise ‘simulates’ how we usually act and react in 
our day-to-day lives. It is difficult to hide our natural 
actions and reactions in our personal lives and in the 
practice. These natural reactions become magnified 
during the Gordian Knot simulation.

SunriSe SeSSiOnS
Companion Animal Vaccines - Practical Risk 
Assessment LeMac’ Morris
AAFP and AAHA vaccine guidelines categorize com-
panion animal vaccines into core and non-core. The 
guideline’s ability to determine vaccine candidates for 
core vaccines such as distemper, parvo, and adeno-

ABVP SYMPOSIUM
SPONSORS

PLATINUM

GOLD
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Additional Support Received From

MERCK

ABVP SYMPOSIUM
SPONSORS

PLATINUM

GOLD
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Additional Support Received From
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virus in dogs is simple: If it is a dog, it is a candidate. 
The criteria for determining vaccine candidates for 
non-core vaccines is more complicated and is based 
on risk of exposure. But, what defines risk at a level 
that a vaccination is warranted? What are the criteria 
veterinarians should use to establish risk? Should vet-
erinarians risk assess each pet individually or should 
risk assessment be done on a population basis? 
The steps involved in establishing a useful, practical 
method for risk assessing pets in your practice for 
non-core antigens is the focus of this presentation.

Flea Control: Expectations and Reality  
Ed Loebach
Pet owners want fleas gone immediately and when 
they still see fleas on their treated pets they assume 

the treatment isn’t working. This disconnect between 
flea control expectations and reality leads to client 
dissatisfaction with flea control products. In this 
session we will explore the basics of flea biology 
that explain the duration of time it takes to resolve 
an existing flea infestation. Next we will discuss 
two common scenarios wherein normal flea biology 
will result in fleas being noted even on successfully 
treated pets. Finally we will discuss steps a veteri-
nary clinic can take to instill more appropriate flea 
control expectation in clients that ultimately result in 
better client satisfaction. 

Re-Thinking Feline Pain Management  
Mark Epstein
New data and indeed new products specifically 

with the cat in mind are transforming acute and 
chronic pain management in this species. This 
evidence-based session will cover recent literature 
as well as practical applications of feline pain 
management, with an emphasis on post-surgical 
and DJD-related pain.

crOSS SPecieS
Veterinary Forensics for Live and Deceased 
Animals Melinda Merck
This lecture will cover common findings in animal 
abuse, evidence collection and documentation proto-
cols, and forensic testing. Discussion will also cover 
how the veterinarians should handle suspected abuse 
and the development standard operating procedures.

continued on page 12
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Running Club (Meet in the lobby of Omni Hotel at 6:00AM)

                                    Sunrise Session & Continental Breakfast: Re-Thinking Feline Pain Management Mark Epstein (MCC 106)

8:10AM-9:10AM

GI Surgery - Keeping it Simple 
and Safe Ronald Bright

8:10AM-9:10AM

Tabletop Exercise: Zoonotic 
Disease Outbreak I Jeanette 
O’Quin and Brian DiGangi

8:00AM-9:00AM

Diagnosis and Treatment of 
Suspensory Desmitis  
Jennifer Barrett

8:00AM-9:00AM

Dairy Quality Assurance I 
Michaela Kristula

8:00AM-9:00AM

EXOTICS - Avian Cardiology- How 
Fast Can You Count? Jill Murray

Break in Exhibit Hall

9:40AM-10:40AM

Nutritional Support of The 
Medically Challenged Cat 
Ronald Bright

9:40AM-10:40AM

Tabletop Exercise: Zoonotic 
Disease Outbreak II  
Jeanette O’Quin and  
Brian DiGangi

9:30AM-10:30AM

Diagnosis and Treatment of 
Tendon Injury Jennifer Barrett

9:30AM-10:30AM

Dairy Quality Assurance II 
Michaela Kristula

9:30AM-10:30AM

EXOTICS - Avian Hematology- 
What Do Those Results Mean?  
Jill Murray

Break in Exhibit Hall

11:10AM-12:10PM

Clinical Vignettes Ronald Bright

11:10AM-12:10PM

Tabletop Exercise: Zoonotic 
Disease Outbreak III  
Jeanette O’Quin and  
Brian DiGangi

11:00AM-12:00PM

Fractures from the Field – 
Stabilization, Referral, and 
Prognosis Jennifer Barrett

11:00AM-12:00PM

Dairy Quality Assurance III 
Billy Smith

11:00AM-12:00PM

EXOTICS - Psittacine Viruses- An 
In-Depth Review Jill Murray
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lecTure descripTioNs
Lectures are listed in the order they will be presented.

Shelter Medicine Practice: Who We Are and 
Where We Are Today Brenda Griffin and  
Kate Hurley 
Shelter medicine is a rapidly emerging area of the 
veterinary practice. In this session, we will examine the 
history of this unique and challenging discipline and 
consider new frontiers as the field continues to evolve.

Large Scale Cruelty Cases: The 
Veterinarian’s Role in Managing and 
Processing the Animals Melinda Merck
This lecture will cover in detail from start to finish the 
considerations, processes, and roles of the medical 
team in large scale cruelty cases. This will include 
the documentation of physical evidence and the 
examination of animals. The principals also apply to 
any large scale response such as disaster situations.

AViAn, exOtic cOmPAniOn 
mAmmAl, And rePtile And 
AmPHiBiAn cOmBined
Zoonoses Associated with Exotic Pets  
Marcy Souza
Approximately ¾ of today’s emerging infectious 
diseases are zoonotic and many originate in non-
domestic animals. Infringement on wildlife habitat 
and the ownership of “exotic” pets can increase the 
exposure of humans to novel zoonotic diseases. 
Although new infectious diseases are constantly 
emerging, veterinarians should be familiar with 
more common and better understood zoonoses 
associated with the animals they are treating. This 
presentation will review some of the more common 
zoonoses associated with exotic pets, offer advice 
on prevention, and provide information regarding 
diagnosis in animals if available.

Emerging Infectious Diseases Marcy Souza
Infectious diseases are constantly changing to evade 
our defenses and expand their host range. In the last 
year, a new avian influenza (H7N9) and coronavirus 
(MERS-CoV) have emerged on the global horizon 
and led to human mortality. The H7N9 did not lead 
to high mortality in birds as is typically the case and 
the animal reservoir for MERS-CoV has yet to be 
identified. This presentation will discuss infectious 
diseases that have emerged on the global scene 
in the past 1-2 years. Implications for human and 
animal health will be discussed.

Drug Dosing: Are We Making Decisions 
Based on Science or Hearsay? Marcy Souza
Often in veterinary medicine, and especially when 
dealing with exotic patients, we make drug dosing 
decisions based on faulty information. Published 
dosing recommendations are often based on single 
case reports or “personal communications” instead 

of clinical trials and research. This presentation will 
discuss a few instances when dosing based on faulty 
information can lead to detrimental effects for the 
animal and/or the owner.

AViAn
Biosecurity of the Backyard Flock  
Marcy Souza
As the role of backyard poultry becomes more 
prominent in American culture, companion animal 
veterinarians are likely to become involved in the 
health of these birds. Poultry, predominantly laying 
hens, are being kept in our urban and suburban 
neighborhoods as a way to produce some of our 
own food and teach children where food comes 
from. This presentation will cover biosecurity for the 
flock and how to keep the poultry, as well as people 
and pets, safe.

Avian Analgesia Marcy Souza
Birds, like other animals, have neuro-anatomy that 
allows them to detect, transmit, and respond to a 
painful stimulus, and analgesia has become part 
of the standard of care for the avian patient. This 
presentation will review current literature regarding 
research in avian analgesia. Recommendations for 
protocols for analgesia will also be discussed.

Avian Hematology and Chemistry  
Vickie Joseph
This lecture will review the cell lines of hematology, 
their purpose and function, and select enzymes for 
biochemical analysis of the avian patient.

Poultry Necropsy Wet Lab Cheryl Greenacre
Pre-registration is required to attend.
Find out the common, and not so common, diseases 
that affect backyard poultry. Find out what samples 
to take, what tests are available, and where to send 
them. A systems-based approach will be used so 
you learn practical information you can use the next 
time you have a chicken necropsy to perform. 

Avian Clinical Pathology: Identification and 
Interpretation I and II Vickie Joseph
This two-hour lecture will focus on the interpretation 
of changes in the hematology and biochemistry 
values and how they reflect disease processes.

Avian Clinical Pathology: Using Hematology 
and Chemistries as Diagnostic Tools  
Vickie Joseph
This lecture will focus on case presentations, 
diagnostic plans to evaluate the avian patient, and 
interpretation of the results.

cAnine
Cancer Cytology Interactive Case Series 
Douglas Thamm
The first hour of this lecture will discuss cytology 
sample acquisition/preparation, troubleshooting 
common problems, and will introduce a simple 4-step 
algorithm to assist in evaluations of cytology samples. 
The second hour will employ this algorithm in the 
evaluation of a series of interactive cytology cases. 

Update on Osteosarcoma - the CSU 
Experience Douglas Thamm
Over the last 25 years, Colorado State University 
has pioneered many surgical, medical, and radiation 
therapy based approaches for the treatment of 
canine osteosarcoma. This hour will discuss some 
of the recent advances in the biology and therapy of 
canine osteosarcoma from the CSU perspective.

Aftershocks of Cancer Chemotherapy - 
Treating Adverse Effects Douglas Thamm
Most chemotherapy protocols in common veterinary 
use are designed to have a low risk of adverse 
effects. However, adverse effects can and do occur 
in a small percentage. Even in practices where 
chemotherapy is not administered, referring and 
emergency/critical care practices are often called 
upon to deal with adverse effects resulting from 
cancer therapy that may have been administered else-
where. Having a protocol in place for the treatment 
of these patients dramatically increases the likelihood 
of a good outcome should a serious adverse event 
be encountered. This hour will discuss the basics of 
chemotherapy side effect treatment in small animals.

Demystifying Mast Cell Tumors  
Douglas Thamm
Mast cell tumors (MCT) are extremely common in 
small animal practice, and are characterized by a 
very wide variation in biology and behavior. However, 
70% of canine MCT and even more feline MCT can be 
effectively treated with surgery alone, and a relatively 
straightforward algorithm can be used to appropri-
ately treat the vast majority of MCT encountered in 
practice. This lecture will cover the basics of diagnos-
tic tests, staging, and surgical, medical, and radiation-
based approaches for canine MCT treatment. 

Receptor Tyrosine Kinases and Canine 
Cancer - Palladia, Kinavet, and Beyond 
Douglas Thamm
Receptor tyrosine kinases (RTKs), cell signaling 
molecules on the surface of cancer cells, are one 
of the most common targets for new human cancer 
therapeutics. Recently, two RTK inhibitor drugs, 
Palladia and Kinavet, have been approved for the 

continued on page 14
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A healthy pet is an adoptable pet. That’s why Boehringer  
Ingelheim Vetmedica, Inc. (BIVI), has a team devoted to  
the unique needs of shelters. We understand the challenges 
shelters face - and animal health shouldn’t be one of them.

The BIVI Shelter Team supports shelters by offering: 
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treatment of canine cancer, and more may be on the 
way. This hour will discuss the biology and function 
of RTKs, what is known about their importance in 
canine cancer, and the data regarding safety and 
effectiveness of Palladia and Kinavet.

Lymphoma - Diagnostic and Prognostic 
Advances Douglas Thamm
The last few years have brought some interesting 
and novel discoveries with regard to the diagnosis 
and prognosis of lymphoma in pets. This hour will 
discuss the basics of lymphoma diagnosis and 
staging, and clinical applications of new diagnostic 
techniques including flow cytometry, PCR for antigen 
receptor rearrangement, serum thymidine kinase, 
and multiple novel prognostic factors including MHC 
class II and survivin expression.

Lymphoma - Therapeutic Advances  
Douglas Thamm
There have been a variety of changes and updates 
to the treatment of canine and feline lymphoma over 
the past few years, which are worthy of note. Topics 
to be covered will include the use of “maintenance” 
chemotherapy, the utility of asparaginase, practical 
cyclophosphamide administration, rescue drugs and 
protocols for canine lymphoma, treatment of “low-
grade” or indolent canine and feline lymphoma, and 
future directions for lymphoma therapy in pets.

Abnormal Liver Enzymes - A Clinical 
Approach David Twedt
Laboratory interpretation and a basic approach of 
how to work up a case with abnormal liver enzymes 
will be presented. When is a liver biopsy indicated, 
how to interpret the results?

Common Liver Diseases in the Dog  
David Twedt
New insights into diagnosis and management of 
reactive hepatopathies, and other common condi-
tions associated with elevated liver enzymes will be 
presented.

Chronic Hepatitis - Latest Update in the Dog 
David Twedt
The diagnosis and etiologies of hepatitis will be 
discussed with emphasis on pathophysiology, diag-
nosis, and treatment of liver disease.

Emerging Newer Liver Diseases David Twedt
A brief review of newer liver problems including chole-
static liver disease, mucoceles, portal vein hypoplasia, 
and vacuolar hepatopathies will be presented with 
current thoughts on diagnosis and management.

Acute Liver Disease David Twedt
Acute liver disease is often associated with toxin or 
drug induced changes. The causes and manage-
ment of acute liver disease will be presented.

Acute Pancreatitis in the Dog David Twedt
An overview of current thoughts on the diagnosis 
and therapy of acute pancreatitis in the dog. The 
role of PLI test, pain management, antiemetics, and 
nutrition will be included.

equine
Diagnostic Approach to Chronic Weight Loss 
in the Horse Scott Austin
A review of a step-by-step approach to diagnosis of 
chronic weight loss including evaluation of manage-
ment, nutrition, and the numerous diseases that may 
be associated with this condition.

Diagnostic Dilemmas: A Guide to Current 
Challenges in Equine Diagnostics Scott Austin
The lecture will cover the basics of evaluating sen-
sitivity and specificity of available diagnostic tests. 
What does a positive test mean?

Management of Endotoxemia and Laminitis 
Scott Austin
Both endotoxemia and laminitis are common 
complications of the severely ill horse. Strategies 
for prevention and management of these deadly 
complications will be discussed.

Fluid and Electrolyte Therapy for All 
Occasions Scott Austin
The lecture will cover anticipated electrolyte altera-
tions and fluid needs for common clinical situations 
encountered in practice.

Assessment of the Neonatal Foal in an 
Ambulatory Setting Scott Austin
The lecture will cover the assessment of the 
potentially sick neonates in the field. Criteria that 
determine if the foal can be managed in the field or 
should be referred to a hospital for treatment will be 
discussed.

Management of Common Foal Disorders in 
the Field Scott Austin
The lecture with discuss management of foals 
with failure of passive transfer, perinatal asphyxia 
syndrome, meconium impaction, diarrhea, and local 
infections in an ambulatory setting.

Regenerative Medicine - From PRP to Stem 
Cells Jennifer Barrett
While stem cell therapy and other regenerative 
techniques are becoming common, the real value of 

these approaches are not widely understood. This 
lecture will discuss the science behind the therapies, 
define the different options that are clinically avail-
able, and explain what the benefits and disadvan-
tages are to the different approaches.

Current Imaging for Orthopedics in Horses 
Jennifer Barrett
Advanced imaging techniques are becoming 
commonplace and required for high-level equine 
athletes. This lecture will review the advantages and 
disadvantages of different imaging techniques, spe-
cifically focusing on ultrasonography and magnetic 
resonance imaging.

Current Treatments for Synovitis and 
Osteoarthritis Jennifer Barrett
With the advent of IRAP, platelet rich plasma and 
stem cell therapy treatments for joints, choosing a 
therapy for osteoarthritis has become more confus-
ing. This lecture will review the currently available 
choices for treating joint inflammation along with the 
advantages for specific clinical conditions, based on 
research studies and clinical experience.

Diagnosis and Treatment of Suspensory 
Desmitis Jennifer Barrett
Diagnosis and treatment of proximal suspensory 
desmitis has improved, but more work is needed to 
detect inflammation in its early stages. This lecture 
will review diagnostic pitfalls and different surgical and 
medical approaches to treating suspensory desmitis.

Diagnosis and Treatment of Tendon Injury 
Jennifer Barrett
Athletes with tendon injuries are still in danger of 
being retired due to failure to return to previous 
level of exercise, or re-injury. This lecture will review 
diagnostic approaches to identifying tendon injury, 
treatment options, and prognosis.

Fractures from the Field - Stabilization, 
Referral, and Prognosis Jennifer Barrett
This lecture will review the equine fracture presenta-
tion, field stabilization, and prognosis. The goal is to 
provide clear guidelines for diagnosis of fractures, 
guidance for owner decisions, stabilization for ship-
ping, and referral to allow the best outcome for the 
patient.

exOtic cOmPAniOn mAmmAl
Anesthesia and Analgesia for Dentistry of 
Rabbits and Rodents Angela Lennox
Dental disease and treatment can produce variable 
levels of discomfort, depending on severity. Overall 
patient condition and pre-existing conditions can 

continued on page 16

lecTure descripTioNs
Lectures are listed in the order they will be presented.

continued from page 12



MERIAL 
Is A pRoud 
sponsoR
of ABVp

®FRONTLINE, HEARTGARD, PREVICOX, PUREVAX, RECOMBITEK, TRESADERM, IMRAB, TRITAK 
and the Dog & Hand logo are registered trademarks, and ™NexGard is a trademark, of Merial.

©2014 Merial Limited, Duluth, GA. All rights reserved. MER14NAMERBANNER (01/14).



16          19th AnnuAl ABVP SymPoSium   octoBer 30 – noVemBer 2, 2014

influence the planning of anesthesia and analgesia. 
Optimal anesthetic planning increases survival, while 
analgesia enhances early return to normal function.

Dentistry of Guinea Pigs Vittorio Capello
Dental disease in the guinea pig presents significant 
differences than that in the rabbit. This session high-
lights anatomic and clinical differences of this species 
in regard to dental problems. Discussion includes 
advanced diagnostic imaging and the therapeutic ap-
proach, with special emphasis on intraoral treatment.

Dentistry of Chinchillas Vittorio Capello   
Like guinea pigs, treatment of dental disease in the 
chinchilla is not the same as that in the rabbit. This 
session reviews differences and similarities between 
these two other more common elodont species. Clin-
ical presentation, diagnostic imaging, and treatment 
options will be discussed, with special emphasis on 
intraoral treatment.

Dentistry of Prairie Dogs and other Squirrel 
Rodents Vittorio Capello   
Squirrels have well-developed elodont incisor teeth 
and brachyodont cheek teeth. This session will focus 
on peculiar aspects of dental disease in prairie dogs 
and other related species, with special emphasis on 
pathophysiology, diagnosis, and treatment options 
of elodontomas and pseudo-odontomas.

Practical Approach to Dentistry of Pet 
Rabbits Vittorio Capello
This session reviews decision making in pet rabbit 
dentistry. A visual diagnostic and procedural algo-
rythm will guide the practitioner step-by-step from 
presentation to diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment 
plan for dental disease.

Practical Approach to Dentistry of Pet 
Rabbits and Rodents Vittorio Capello
This lecture presents case reports of dental disease 
in selected pet rabbits and rodents using information 
from the earlier lectures.

Pre-Laboratory Lecture Vittorio Capello and 
Angela Lennox   
The introductory lectures will present instrumenta-
tion for dentistry, and will review the tasks that 
students will perform during the lab. Didactic videos 
will introduce and describe the practical procedures 
step by step.

Rabbit and Guinea Pig Dentistry: A Practical 
Approach Wet Lab Vittorio Capello and  
Angela Lennox
Pre-registration is required to attend.
This dentistry lab is focused on standard and inter-

mediate dental procedures performed in rabbits and 
guinea pigs. For the first time, a useful comparison 
between the two most common species with elodont 
teeth is provided. Participants will work in pairs on 
rabbit and guinea pig cadavers and/or head speci-
mens, performing the following procedures:
- Positioning of the rabbit and the guinea pigs with 
the mouth gags (standard and table top mouth gags) 
and cheek dilators
- Inspection of the oral cavity with and without the 
use of a rigid endoscope
- Coronal reduction of cheek teeth in rabbits and 
guinea pigs
- Extraction of cheek teeth in rabbits
- Extraction of incisor teeth in rabbits

feline
Cancer Cytology Interactive Case Series 
Douglas Thamm
The first hour of this lecture will discuss cytology 
sample acquisition/preparation, troubleshooting 
common problems, and will introduce a simple 4-step 
algorithm to assist in evaluations of cytology samples. 
The second hour will employ this algorithm in the 
evaluation of a series of interactive cytology cases.
 
Diagnosis and Management of Acute 
Pancreatitis Christopher Byers
During this presentation, the clinical approach to 
diagnosing and managing acute pancreatic inflam-
mation will be reviewed.

Localizing Acute Respiratory Distress 
Christopher Byers
During the presentation, attendees will be exposed 
to a clinical method of localizing the cause of respi-
ratory distress.

An Update on Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation Christopher Byers
During this presentation, the latest findings of the 
RECOVER project will be reviewed to provide the 
most up-to-date information regarding CPR in cats.

Management of Diabetic Ketoacidosis 
Christopher Byers
DKA is a life-threatening complication of diabetes 
mellitus, but with the appropriate interventions, many 
patients may make meaningful recoveries. We will 
review the appropriate therapeutic and nutritional 
interventions for DKA patients.

Tackling Feline Hypotension Christopher Byers
During this presentation, we will review an approach 
to hypotension with an emphasis on maximizing 
cardiac output and systemic vascular resistance.

Analgesia for Critically Ill Cats  
Christopher Byers
During this presentation, attendees will be exposed to 
current concepts in providing adequate pain relief for 
patients in the emergency room and intensive care unit.

Urethral Obstructions in the Male Cat  
Ronald Bright
Initial management of relieving urethral obstruction 
will be followed by surgical options including salvage 
procedures.

Subtotal Colectomy - Still an Excellent 
Option Ronald Bright
Etiopathogenesis of megacolon will be discussed. 
Medical and surgical options will complement the 
initial discussion that will include some limited 
pathophysiology.

Omentum - A Viable Soldier for the Surgeon 
Ronald Bright
The anatomical and physiological features of the 
omentum are discussed. How the surgeon can take 
advantage of those features to assist in surgery will 
be detailed.

GI Surgery - Keeping it Simple and Safe 
Ronald Bright
A review of GI surgery will emphasize techniques 
that will enhance a successful outcome with 
enterotomies, intestinal biopsies, and reaction 
and anastamoses. Important predisposing factors 
contributing to failure of an intestinal wound to heal 
will be discussed.

Nutritional Support of the Medically 
Challenged Cat Ronald Bright
Several types of placing feeding tubes in cats during 
post operative rehabilitation in cats with chronic and 
debilitating disease will be discussed including surgi-
cal indications for each method.

Clinical Vignettes Ronald Bright
Case discussion will center on abdominal surgery 
including GI and endocrine disorders.

fOOd AnimAl
Economics of Internal Parasitism in Beef 
and Dairy Cattle Donald Bliss
Discussion of the role parasitism plays in reducing 
immune function, milk production, reproduction ef-
ficiency, body condition scores, and growth in young 
animals.
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disposing of SIMBADOL. Persons at increased risk for opioid 
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Adverse Reactions in Two Field Studies

SIMBADOL (N = 224) Control (N = 226)

Adverse  
Reactiona

During
Surgeryb

After 
Surgery

During
Surgeryb

After 
Surgery

Hypotensionc 68 (30.4%) 51 (22.8%) 60 (26.5%) 40 (17.7%)

Tachycardiad 55 (24.6%) 73 (32.6%) 30 (13.3%) 44 (19.5%)

Hypothermia (≤98.0°F) 38 (17.0%) 1 (0.4%) 47 (20.8%) 0

Hyperthermia (≥103.0°F) 1 (0.4%) 91 (40.6%) 0 33 (14.6%)

Hypertensione 10 (4.5%) 40 (17.9%) 17 (7.5%) 18 (8.0%)

Anorexia 0 40 (17.9%) 0 35 (15.5%)

Hyperactivity 0 26 (11.6%) 0 11 (4.9%)

Reduced SpO2 
(≤90%) 8 (3.6%) 1 (0.4%) 11 (4.9%) 0

Bradycardia
(≤90 beats/min) 5 (2.2%) 1 (0.4%) 4 (1.8%) 1 (0.4%)

Tachypnea
(≥72 breaths/min) 0 5 (2.2%) 1 (0.4%) 6 (2.7%)

Arrhythmia 1 (0.4%) 1 (0.4%) 2 (0.9%) 0

Blindness 0 2 (0.9%) 0 1 (0.4%)

Apnea/Death 1 (0.4%) 1 (0.4%) 0 0

Ataxia 0 1 (0.4%) 0 0

Hyperesthesia 0 1 (0.4%) 0 0

a.  Cats may have experienced more than one type or occurrence of an adverse reaction. 
Cats experiencing the same reaction both during and after surgery are presented in both 
time periods.

b.  During surgery is the time from the administration of the anesthetic induction agent until 
discontinuation of the gas anesthetic.

c.  Hypotension is defined as a mean blood pressure of ≤60 mmHg during surgery and 
≤90 mmHg after surgery.

d.  Tachycardia is defined as a heart rate of ≥180 beats per minute during surgery and 
≥200 beats per minute after surgery.

e.  Hypertension is defined as a mean blood pressure of ≥120 mmHg during surgery and 
≥160 mmHg after surgery.
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Strategic Timed Deworming Strategies for 
Cow-Calf and Stocker Operations  
Donald Bliss
Discussion of the epidemiology of parasitic gastroen-
teritis in grazing cattle of all ages and how strategic 
timed dewormings can prevent economic loss.

Strategic Timed Deworming Strategies for 
Dairy Cattle of All Ages with Emphasis on 
the Value of Fecal Worm Egg Counts  
Donald Bliss
Using science to determine deworming strategies 
for dairy cattle of all ages.

The Economics of Parasitism in Sheep and 
Goats Outlining the Most Common Types of 
Parasite Problems Found Donald Bliss
Extrapolating data from thousands of fecal samples 
provides a great resource on the types of parasite 
problems found in sheep and goats across the US.

The Epidemiology of PGE and Strategic 
Timed Deworming Strategies for Sheep and 
Goats vs. FAMACHA Donald Bliss
The development of parasitism in pastured sheep and 
goats follow similar patterns to those of cattle. De-
pending upon stocking rates small ruminants tend to 
have higher levels of pasture contamination earlier in 
the season than cattle. Strategic timed deworming is 
the only way to control parasitism in sheep and goats.

The Shift of Parasitism in Swine to the 
Large Roundworm and How Strategic Timed 
Dewormings Can Prevent the Spread of this 
Parasite in Confined Operations Donald Bliss
Parasitism in swine has changed in the past 20 
years to where Ascaris is the prime parasite af-
fecting production. Strategic timed deworming is 
necessary to control this parasite. Fecal monitoring 
becomes very important in finding and treating this 
parasite.

Bulk Tank Basics: An Overview of Bulk Milk 
Bacteriology and Testing Ernest Hovingh
Bulk milk bacteriological quality on a dairy farm can 
be monitored using various tests. This session will 
provide an overview of these tests, focusing on the 
bacterial populations that can be found in the tank, 
as well as interpreting test results.

Troubleshooting Milk Quality Issues  
Ernest Hovingh
This session will utilize case study farms to demon-
strate a systematic approach to troubleshooting bulk 
milk quality issues on dairy farms, so that the differ-
ent factors can be ruled in or ruled out as potential 
areas of concern.

Bulk Milk Testing: What Else Can You Learn? 
Ernest Hovingh
This session will provide an overview of the utility 
and interpretation of some of the commonly-used 
bulk milk tests. Guidelines will be discussed to help a 
veterinarian assess the value and usefulness of new 
tests in a herd health monitoring and surveillance 
program.

Dairy Quality Assurance I Michaela Kristula
This session will introduce the concepts of treat-
ment protocols and treatment recordkeeping and 
the importance of a valid veterinary client - patient 
relationship (VCPR). The responsibility of the dairy 
industry in the production of quality products both 
dairy and dairy beef by avoidance of drug residue 
violations will be discussed.

Dairy Quality Assurance II Michaela Kristula
This session will introduce the development of 
treatment protocols to explicitly define diseases 
and provide instruction for treatment. The use of 
protocols on different dairy production units while 
also providing valid options for recordkeeping will be 
discussed.

Dairy Quality Assurance III Billy Smith
A discussion of dairy farm pharmacology specifically 
focusing on drug identity, extra-label drug usage 
(ELDU), and drug and chemical control will be pre-
sented along with an introduction to the use of drug 
guides as tools to reduce the occurrence of drug 
residue violations.

rePtile And AmPHiBiAn
Reptile Clinical Pathology I and II  
Vickie Joseph
An overview of cell lines of hematology and enzymes 
used for biochemical analysis of select reptile pa-
tients will be presented. Interpretation of the hema-
tology and biochemistry values and how they reflect 
the disease processes will be discussed in detail.

Protozoal Parasitology in the Reptilian 
System Adolf Maas
Parasitism is one of the most common health issues 
in reptile medicine. However, when dealing with 
these species, is it not as simple as a matter of 
presence equating disease. All aspects of the health 
of these animals must be considered, as well as a 
review of the more common organisms of concern.

Reptile Dermatological Conditions Adolf Maas
Reptile skin health is rarely only a sign of a localized 
condition; dermatological condition is a reflection 
of the overall health of the animal. To treat these 
diseases, the pathologic processes need to be 

considered so that an etiology can be determined 
and an effective treatment plan developed.

Reptile Anesthesia Adolf Maas
Snakes, lizards and chelonians all have unique physi-
ologies, and these factors must be considered when 
planning anesthetic events. Methods, pharmacologi-
cal agents and specific concerns will be discussed.

Russian Tortoise Health and Concerns  
Adolf Maas
As one of the more commonly seen chelonians 
in private practice today, Russian Tortoises have 
requirements for their husbandry as well as specific 
disease concerns. A brief review of current literature 
pertaining to this species will also be included.

Reptile Oral Anatomy and Disease  
Leigh Ann Clayton
Review of comparative oral anatomy for the practi-
tioner with discussion of major disease categories 
and relevant common diagnostic and treatment 
modalities. Interactive components for audience 
participation.

Amphibian Edema Leigh Ann Clayton
Review clinically relevant anatomy and physiology of 
amphibian integument, urinary tract, and lymphatic 
systems in relation to osmoregulation with discussion 
of diseases associated with abnormal fluid accumula-
tion and relevant diagnostic and treatment methods.

Herptile Herpes Leigh Ann Clayton
Review of herpesvirus-related diseases in reptiles 
and amphibians with discussion of major clinical 
differentials and management options.

SHelter medicine
The First 60 Minutes: Animal Sheltering’s 
Critical Hour Brian DiGangi
Participants will learn the importance of the first 
sixty minutes in an animal shelter in maximizing an 
animal’s chances of a healthy, happy stay that ends 
in a live release. The importance of sound intake 
protocols and their impact on the stress response 
in dogs and cats will be addressed. Participants 
will gain familiarity with standard medical health 
protocols including physical examination, vaccina-
tion, deworming, and diagnostic disease testing as 
well as tools to identify behavioral needs and ensure 
good mental health in the shelter environment. Em-
phasis will be placed on the importance of preven-
tive healthcare for the individual animal as a means 
to ensure overall population health and well-being in 
light of published guidelines for standards of care.

continued on page 20
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Managing Heartworm Disease in the Animal 
Shelter Brian DiGangi
Balancing the safety and feasibility of canine 
heartworm disease management presents unique 
challenges to the shelter practitioner. This session 
will discuss practical recommendations for the 
successful management of this disease in light of 
ever-changing guidelines and availability of treatment 
modalities.

Applied Animal Behavior for the Shelter 
Veterinarian Brenda Griffin
Do you know what the animals are “saying” and 
how they are processing their experiences in the 
shelter? In order to provide for the behavioral needs 
of dogs and cats and monitor their welfare, the vet-
erinary clinician MUST be well versed in the language 
and learning of dogs and cats. In other words, he/
she must be able to accurately interpret their body 
language and vocalizations and understand “how 
they think”. The surprising truth is that even experi-
enced veterinarians frequently misinterpret or fail to 
recognize what an animal is trying to express - and 
when we do, we miss an opportunity to provide that 
animal with proper care. Become more fluent in dog 
and cat and more savvy as to why they do what they 
do in the shelter!

What Really Happened? Putting Together 
the Crime Scene, Investigation, and Exam 
Findings I and II Melinda Merck
This lecture will cover how to analyze the crime 
scene findings and investigation findings to interpret 
the exam findings of the animal. Several cases will 
be presented to illustrate the importance of working 
with investigators and obtaining the context in order 
to properly analyze the veterinary findings.

Making the Case: Forensic Reports and 
Testimony Melinda Merck
This lecture will discuss the considerations for 
structuring a forensic report and key elements that 
are expected for legal reports. The expectations of 
testimony along with tips on providing testimony will 
be covered.

The Body of Evidence: What Decomposing 
Bodies Can Tell Us Melinda Merck
This lecture will discuss the varying degrees of de-
composition and the potential types of evidence that 
may be obtained from examination. This will include 
buried bodies, frozen bodies, and skeletal remains.

Public Health Hazards of Animal Hoarding 
Jeanette O’Quin
Following a brief introduction of animal hoarding 
response, this session will discuss physical, chemi-

cal, and biological hazards found in environments 
where animals are being hoarded. Procedures for 
mitigating human health risks and recommendations 
for personal protective equipment will be provided.

Introduction to Outbreak Response  
Jeanette O’Quin
Infectious disease outbreaks can occur in any shel-
ter despite ongoing efforts to prevent them. Early 
detection and response can minimize the duration 
and impact of an outbreak and provide information 
that may prevent similar occurrences. This session 
will cover outbreak management including planning, 
investigation, and control measures.

Tabletop Exercise: Zoonotic Disease 
Outbreak I, II, and III Jeanette O’Quin and 
Brian DiGangi
Participants in this session will take part in one of 
three shelter-related disease outbreak scenarios. 
Guided group discussions will follow each scenario 
from recognition and diagnosis through response 
and management. Participants will be able to make 
decisions and assess their impact on both animal 
and public health in a safe environment with real-life 
practical applications.

AVtcP
cAnine And feline 
Nutritional Support Ann Wortinger
With all the advances in veterinary medicine, do we 
still need to pay attention to nutrition? Nutrition is 
more than just a source of calories for fuel to run the 
machine. Learn how the best medicine and surgical 
techniques can’t overcome poor nutrition and how 
excellent nutrition can provide the best outcome for 
our patients.

cAnine And feline 
The Ins and Outs of Feeding Tubes Ann 
Wortinger
With the wide array of feeding tubes available and the 
multiple options for placement, how do you decide 
which tube is best for which animal and which prob-
lem? Learn the differences between the various tube 
type, placement options, and diet considerations.

cAnine And feline 
Feeding Tubes Management and 
Complications Ann Wortinger
We’ve finally gotten a feeding tube in that anorexic 
patient. What challenges are yet in store for you? 
We’ll cover typical management issues as well as 
common complications. Learn how to treat and 
more importantly how to avoid many of these issues 
encountered in feeding tube use. 

cAnine And feline 
Refeeding Syndrome Ann Wortinger
Does this really exist outside the research arena? 
If you work with diabetics, hepatic lipidosis cats or 
Cushing’s dogs, you’ve seen this syndrome. Learn 
how refeeding syndrome develops, how to recognize 
it and how to treat it.

cAnine And feline 
Hepatic Lipidosis Ann Wortinger
Hepatic lipidosis is the most common form of liver 
disease seen in cats. Just because it’s common 
doesn’t mean it isn’t serious or that it can’t be 
treated. Learn what changes occur in the liver 
to cause lipidosis, common complications, and 
what treatments provide the best outcome for our 
patients.

cAnine And feline 
Ins and Outs of Fluid Therapy Ann Wortinger
Fluid therapy is something we should all be doing on 
a daily basis, but what exactly are we doing? Learn 
about fluid distribution within the body, indications 
for fluid therapy, how to calculated for hydration defi-
cits, maintenance requirements, and replacement 
losses. Also addressed will be routes of administra-
tions and types of fluids that can be used.  

exOticS
A Frog Hops Into the Practice - Amphibian 
Medicine and Emerging Diseases Jill Murray
Pet amphibians are increasing in pet popularity and 
subsequently in the veterinary hospital. Amphibian 
medicine and knowledge of emerging diseases affect-
ing these species is becoming increasingly important.

exOticS 
Bandaging and Wound Management in 
Exotic Pets Jill Murray 
Traumatic and post-surgical wounds can present 
many challenges in the exotic pet. Different bandag-
ing and wound management techniques and modifi-
cations for these unique species will be discussed. 

exOticS 
Nutritional Diseases of Small Mammals  
Jill Murray
You are what you eat, or maybe what you don’t eat! 
Nutritional deficiencies are all too often causes of 
illness in exotic pet animals.

exOticS 
Avian Cardiology - How Fast Can You Count? 
Jill Murray
The avian heart although structurally similar to the 
mammalian heart has some unique details. This 
session will include a discussion and in-depth review 
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of the avian cardiovascular system and common 
presentations of cardiac disease in pet birds.

exOticS 
Avian Hematology - What Do Those Results 
Mean? Jill Murray
You’ve managed to get the blood sample from the 
bird, and now you have the results but what do they 
mean?

exOticS 
Psittacine Viruses - An In-Depth Review Jill 
Murray
Having an in-depth knowledge of the viral diseases 
affecting our pet psittacines is important and often 
complicated. A comprehensive review of these virus-
es and their clinical applications will be discussed.
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